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Diplomatic Letters (1732-1739) concerning the Asiento Contract:

How Diplomatic Relations between England and Spain were established

CHARACTERISTICS
eWritten in the First person

After the War of the Spanish Succession (1702-1713)...
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eWritten in English by Englishmen by order of the
Court of Directors of the South Sea Company to

Spanish Crown needed to
rely on foreigners to supply
slaves to the West Indies

The Treaty of Utrecht (1713)

Thomas Geraldino (1682-1755), originally named
Fitzgerald, watched over the interests of Spain first in the
company's London Court of Directors -according to the art.
28 of the Asiento Contract- and later as Spanish ambassador

Crown of Spain

t l, Felipe V
(25% + 5% of Annual
THE ASIENTO CONTRACT (1713-1750) Ship + 10% Licensed

in London. He saved these letters until his death.
eMore direct than Third Person Notes
eNot as formal as Third Person Notes

Reformed by the Convention Treaty of 1716 »

Licensed Ships

42 clauses Ships and extra

Parts penefits)

oOfficial character in contrast with Non Papers

s _ae - 1715-1716
eUse of abbreviations and other peculiarities of ( )

the English Language in the 18!™Century

eSigned by W. Smith: Secretary of the Court of
Directors

elssues: Annual Ship and Accounts '
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Asiento Contract which
allowed
to introduce every year an
Annual Ship with 500 tons
of merchandises -650 tons
after the Convention Treaty
of the 12th of June 1716- at

fair time as compensation

for expected losses in the
slave trade. It was the
perfect excuse for
contraband. During the

Asiento period the South

Bedford, Elisabeth

Monopoly of Slave Trade
from Africa to the West Indies
->144.000 piezas de India ->"[..]

referred to a prime male slave in goad
physical condition between 14 and 30
years of age and about 48" tall [...]"

Sea Company sent seven Opening

» Crown_of England

Queen Anne
George | and Il (25%)
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South Sea Company
(1711-1788): joint stock
venture created by act of
Parliament. Speculation in
the company’s stock led to a
great economic crisis known
as the South Sea Bubble in
1720

Irregularities
meant

4

Contraband

to
(Sorsby. 1975. Page 11)

Accounts Delivery
-art. 29-
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