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lNTRODUCT10N

lhr Atlantic Ocran is an immmsr mass of w3tn th3t srp3mtes srveml continents

and with sl'vl'ral archipel3gos dottinu its surface. The archipdagos of the AZOTl's.

\1adeira, Selvagens, Canaries and Cape Verde form an 3rch anoss the easlern ccntr3l

porlian of thf' Ocean. Thcsf' isl3nds form a hio-geographic area known as \-lACARO

Ne,S iA. eh;:;raetrrisl'd by its bi ologic31 a fti ni tirs ,md by the faet th at thesC' are a11 volea

nic islands of different grological aues, the oldrst bring the Cape Vcrdr isl,Jnds and the

Azores the most recent.

Sea turtles, on the other hand, are 3 group of animals that is made up of eight

differe... l species, six of v.hich c,m he s('C'n \'.ith val)'ing frrquency in the walers of

M'JCa:onesia. The specitk ch3f3cteristics of lhe presence of each species in e3ch <lrchi

pe'ago vary however (Table Il, \-Ve no\\' have signiticant lO0-geological data for each

spec'l's and arehipelago, but, from a scien tifie point of viel'v, \'el)' little is known abo ut

lheir histol)'.
--- ------------------------ -----

--- ---- ----------- ----- -------

?

?

?

?

The six speries or turtles lo he found in lh" I'vlaearonesian islands are prolteled

hoth by international legislalion and by t}le domestic legislalíon of eadl of lhe three

eo1I ntries invoIwd: Portug aI (Azores, 1\'1adeira j, Spain (C anaries) anc! Cape Vt'rde.

Basically, turtle population managemenl requires informalion concerning lheir

distrihution, hiology and ecology: the threats lhey fare, ete. But, in our opinion, correel

management is nol fcasihk while 'oVe remain ignorant ahollt the stale of lhese same

populations in the past. ThllS, lhe currenl state of conservation of a specific poplllation

can he seen as lhe result of a series of interactians lhal, startíng in the pasl. have led

the species to v.-here it is no\'.'.
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LU1.!l Fl'lipl' lape'Z·Jurado

Th obje tive o thi artiele is to highlighl a series of historie and pre-hi torie data

about sea turtles and the Maearonesian arehipelagos of the Canary Islands and Cape

Verde that we have managed to eollee!. Most of these are either previously unpubJis

hed or have be n ineorrectly interpr ted in the past by previous authors. oreov r, the.se

historie data not only provide a direct insight into the species/archipelago r lationship,

they also provide us with a wealth of bio-ecological data that enables us to assess pre

sent itualion and faee future chalienges.

ome of the biological bibliographic reti rences from the 19th and 20th centuries

have been exeluded. The e e1uded 191h century referenees for Cape Verde inelude a very

imprecise report by ROCHEBRU E. 1884, and one by Bo GE, 1896, mentioning the pre

sence of a young Careua careeta turtle on the i land of Sao Vicente, and the fael that he

suspeets that the species breeds on this island. ost of the 201h century biological reports

coneeming Cape Verd have been eolieeted from LOPEZ-JURADO et al., 2000aK.

Figure l. W Slern Arnca.
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RESULTS

1. The historie discovery of the
Islands and Cape Verde and their
relationships with sea turtles.

The discovery of eaeh of ¡hese two

archipefagos was very dirrerenl. They were

bolh s.ettled by Europeans in (he 151h cenlury.

although Ihe Canary Islands had already bern

s.eHled since Ihe 1'1 cenlury A.O. (ONIlU8JA.

1979) by societies fram Ihe neighbouring

African cominenl Ihal lived Ihere without any

majar upsel unti1 lhe arrival of Ihe conquista

dorso
The Cape Verde archipelago, 011 ¡he

olhcr hand, was uninhabited al ¡he time of ils

disrov('IY and jls selllemenl slarted in lhe late

151
" ccnlUry.

A - THE CANARY lSLAND5

archipelagos of the Canary

As we have said. the Canary islands W('ft' ¡nhabited in 1402. when Norman explo

[er Jean de Belhencourl arrived (BONTlEIl Et LE VERIlIER, 14531. Each island had a highly

dlfferenliated populalion, but one Ihing tht:y a1l had in eommon was Iha! Ihey had no

knowledge of sea lr.rvel (CHIL and NARANJO, 1B50: JOR{jC. 19961.

Thls fael has often bt:en used. coneclly in our opinion, lo show that lhe Canary

Island aborigines came from ínland areas of Ihe African continent. They may have been

people lhal had been driven inlo t:xile by Roman conquerors as part of Iheir plans lO

pacify the terrilones Ihey had conqut:red. However, il is surprising thal, despitt: lhe facl

lhal mosl of lhe tsIands had large arcas of forests. and lhe fael Ihal lhe islands are in

sighl of one anolher. no signs of boat building havt: ever been found on any of Ihe

lslands. nol t:vtn rt:mains.
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lt appears that the fishing activilies of the aborigines of lhe Canary lslands were

restricted to collecling molluscs along (he coasl, coastal fishin!J wilh hooks made

from bone. using toxic substances dissolved in inteHidal pools (Iatex from Euphorbio

spp.) ando finally. Ihe occasional catch of larger spedmens lhal probably washed up

on the coasls.

However. ahhough the abovementioned medieval book conlains reports of seve

ral land animals on several of the islands. there is no menlion of any sea lurtles.

Even Ihough there is a lot of zoological archae010gy work remaining lo be done

on fhe Canary Island aboriginal siles. there is a reference to (he presence of sea IUrl1es

in one of these. siluated in an aboriginal cave dwelling (ViI1averde. lsland of

Fuerteventura) (MECO, 19991. which was allegedly used as food at a site that is aboUI S

kilometres from fhe Fuertevenlura coasl. This archaeological level has been dated to

1730 Re. (I 50 yearsl, Le. one thousand two hundred years before (he Europeans ;mi

ved in the Canary ls1ands.

lile Canary lsland Museum of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria also has two sma11 sta

tues (anthropomorptlOus idols] in the sllape of sea turlles. dating back lo approxima

lely lile same periodo lhey were discovered in the coasta1 town of La Aldea (island of

Gran Canaria) (Figure )). and they are assumed lO have

sorne religious significance (see lOPEl-JURAOO and

MARTINEl, 1983).
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B - IlIE CAPE VERDE 15LAND5

l\.-13n discovererl the Cape Verde islands by chane<-. lhere are tlvo different versions

of what happened.

lhe first attrihutes the first sighting of tl1<' islands to Portuguese explorer Dic'go

Gümes, along wiLh GenOese mcrchant AnLonio da Noli. Bricny, lhe author c1aims that,

on Ilis return journey hack to Portugal, after sailinq for twa days and ane night, they

diseovered a group of islands. Gom<-s went ashore on one of them, and he named it

Santiago. Tllis occurred between 145!:l and 1460 (sorne sources are more precise, sta

ting lllat it a11 too k place on the 1st of May 1460). Tllis version (the data of whieh

were recorded hy MarLin Brhain in 1487) adds tllat lhe discover:v look plac<- two years

before the city of "Rib('ira Grande was founded on thc island of Santiago by lhe Arst

f'ortuqu('sc scttlers (see CW\JI', 1937).

lile quot3tion is as fo11ows:

'Antonio 0'0 NO,'i Clnd myself len Iht por! ntZoyo ano' we 'oClllfd tór IwO dov'> Clnd nnt nighl

towords Porluqal, ano' we sow somt islands on Ihe seu, 05 m\, ('oravel bort more SOlllhon tht

ulher one, Iomvfd first to one arthfSt ':olonds, ano' Isaw whilf sano' ano' it stemed (J good porl

to me ano' ¡htrt I droppfd anchor; os dio' Antonio, I told him IhOII""ishtd to /lf the flrsl lo lunci,

(lf7(! thot is whall dio', Viie SOlt' no s'qn uf man ano' Wf nomtci the isla no' Sanliaqa as we hao' dis

COI/fffd it nn Ihat sainr's tfasi dar; thfrc ViiC caughl fish in grcot a/lundonce, on the consl we

found monv strongt birds alio' Irtsh 'ltCltN creeh rht blr(is 'lttrf so lamt that Wf kiiled many 01

thfm with sticks ano' thfrf '/iere mony pigeons, t.hue lVerf oiso 6qs in obundonCf, bUI t.!lev do

nm (jr0'/i 0.'1 trees as thev do at homf because our figs grOl'i ciose lO ¡he Ifaf, ¡hese ones gra~i

aut af tht bark fram Ihe base of thf Irff up to Ihe cravvn, Ihese trees qrOlv in gwat num!wrs ano'

IhNe is much qruss hNt"

The few (and doubtful) dcscriptions of pl,¡ces ap,lft, the import.:lIlt thing is that

he m3kcs no mention of any presenec of sca turtks.

lhe sClOnd version, of whirh we llave a faT more extensive and accuralt vcrsion

(CRONL 1937), is sel in 1456. lhe Arst publication of lhis dates back to 1507, 3nd rela

tes the lr3vels of a Venelian named Alouise da Ca' da Mosto. We have reproduced the

fi~l paragT3phs below:

"On thf thiro' dar <ve sighreo' lond, Ivirh evervboo'y crving "/and oholl, lomi oho r ", rrt

mendous/y surprisfd as Wf '/iere not fXpfc!inr¡ anr iand in these paris. Two men Sfnl tD the
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crrw/s aeslsighled tViU .large isiands 1\, Vie hearo' !his, lve gave !honk, Iu G()(J lar ailOlving U5

lo 5PP np,\' !hiny,;, bpf'a~5P wp knt",v 'Ve,'i thut i5/ands 5uch u, th~5c had not bcea dC5eribed ia

Sraia, Ta lind out mor/" onu' ta eheek our fartune, "'ie saileO !owara', one of Ihem anei we soon

arrived

/15, on OlJr arrival, It oppeared iarge lo us, Vie .'iailed oiong the coas! u shon dis!once uatil

Vie reochplj u pian: Ihul s~/"med a gooo' anci](Jra9~, There we dmpPf:d the anehor ano', as the

lveather 'Nas caim, we iowered a baal into Ihe ',valer '....hich, wilh a 90U(! crew, '''.'OS y-a( ashore

lo .'iee if there wcrf any pfopie on thc isiand. The boal rcoched the shrJre ano' exp,,'ored a gnud

nmount ni lerr,'lury, bul we !ul)nd (J(i tracks or signs, Imm '.vhich i! was conciudcd that Ihfre

lvere ao inhobitonts.

~1/hcn they toid me of tl¡,'s, Ja order to gaia complde ,01lsfactiun, I stnt ten men ashure

wilh arms ami cmssliows the next moming with nrder\ lu ('Iimb a high ami m(!l)lJtamous part

ollhe dund lo see il they e{Juid spnl somelhlng or see some olher ISlOnd TI;i5 wos done '.virhoul

o/J.'ierl'ing anrthing new exefpt that the isiand was uninhab:'te(! ano' Iha! thcre wprc a very iarge

rumber (JI pigeon.'. t/;ol aiiOl...ed ti;em'>flvcs tn IJI" token by' hand, somelhing that 'i.'OS unkrJown

to the men, They brought muny' 01 them liud to Ihe curave/s that they had mplured wilh stakes

and slicks

From Ihe other ,hore they saw thrfe iarge ,slands tha! we hod nut seen. one nf Ihem ioy

tn Ihe north arJd the other two lo thf soulh of our mute, within 'i.ight af fach othe~ They cow'd

have seen lo Ihe Wrst anothrr Islrmd far a'....ay in thr sea, hui they eould not clear!y' mnfirm this

dup to Ihe dislance, I did nol 'Nant lo approoch Ihem, as I dld not fvlsh to woste ony morf time

be/ore eontinuing mYjourw:'y' ano', mOr('rJ\'cr Ijodged thal they ml)s! be as uninhob.,'ted orid as

w;/d as the other,. but shortly ofren'mrds \'ihm othfr, heard Ihf new<; about the four isiands

Ihal I had found, they \Vere onxious to explore Ihem. the'lsuw rha! there were ten islands, both

smail und large. The'y' Viere al:' uninhabited and nothing wos found exeept p;geons, st!Unge spe

eies 01 ¡Jirds ano' iarge schuois ul fish.

But relufIJ.ing lo m 'y' !all:', icaving 1.1115 island uno' l'ontinuing on our raU!f \Ve sa'''i ¡he o!her

Ivm islands. Then, soifiIJg (l/ong the masl of onl' of IhPse ¡hal seemed /(l be vidi loresred, \Ve d:'s

eovued the: mouth 01 u ril'er. Judglng Ihol the water mosl be goud there, we anehored to reple

nish nur reserl'es, 5é1me of mI' men, hu\'lng griIJt oshore, \'itlJt 0<; far as the moulh of tha! rlver

\...herf they di.'icnl'erl:'d smrJiI umuulJ!S of \-vy while onu pure sull, some of which they IJrouc¡iIt

boek to the ship, Of Ihis we look 05 much us Wl:' nefded, 0150 judging ¡he vmtty to bt' vuy good

vw filled up aur .'iraeks,

I should 0150 explain Ihat '"ve found here iarge numbers of turtles some of which we

mpturfd Thf'ir shells were lorga than o good siled buckle. The soilors killed somt of Ihese

011(1 added them lo our I'irtuals b/"cause they saíd that Oll other occasions in the Gulf af
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--

ArYllln ,vhf'rf' lhe" hur} u/so found rhtm altholigh nor of rhl5 sile, fhey h(l(/ t(lttn thtm '.. , We

u/so 6shed a/onq the banks of tlr's .ri'icr and furthé r lip stream, where '.ve fOlim/ ,I,csh in such quun

I"rirs rhar if is incwdibir ro rtcord r'.'lan" specirs r'JOf we had not Sfen lit/are '"ere iarqe und IUS

ter} goorL, Wt remain(:(! Ihtrr lar : 'W! duY" enrcrrained in thr: oiartmenlioncd guthtring ol SU¡j

o/ies, incilj(!ing munY' (Jigcons, OllVhich I'/e' kI/itd'mmcnsc qliunUtics,

it is Ivor!h'i oi notO' (hu! thc first i,/{md rhat we stcoocd asho.rr on '>'>'c namO'd Bonavista

a~ it Ivas the lirsl 10m! 1'1(' hud Sttn in Ihese part,.- thc othcr isiand Ihol a¡j¡jwrcd lO lie the /ar

ge~r oi the lour VI'e' numtd Sun Joromo bemli~c it wus thc dof' of Sainl Phi//lppo Jocomo ~/I]('n

IV!.' onchorcd thcre'.'

In our opinion, the islands discovered in this accoun L were Boa VisLa and

San Liaqo; wiLh ¡he islands of S<lI, Maio and possibly Foqo bcing visible in Lhe dis lallce

from ¡he heiqhts of Boa Vista. From our own expericnce we know Lhal afler a violent

sLorm, Lhe usual haze Lha Lcovers Lhe ¡slands disappears 8nd Lhe c18rily of ¡he horizon

ma kes it possible to sce other islands from lhe highest pC<lks.

In our opinion. thc rcfcrcncc lo sm;;¡1I siz('rj lur! Ir) is thr \in;¡1 proof t h;¡ I Aloui'ir

de (;;¡" ,j;) MI)~to r(';)dwd Cape \!Nde. Up Ull til 11)98, Jlnb()r1y \l;}(l rt'liahl,Y rtpilrltrl

y~HJllq rutilo in Capc Verde hprcimoh larqrr lh¡lll :J 1S,h (nll tHy he! I cl¡l~p or hu(l.,1r I

01' tw() ~p((i(y (lr('(l1 tl.lf\k" (Ch('iun/(¡ m\d()~1 :ltlrl (h(' h;¡ ..vhhill ({,¡(ml J(il,,':\, ¡ml"iCO'

tol ht(' tlw lirnaturc revil'w in L'Wll,JUR'\l)() (1 aL. :!OOO ;l and b). file latter rsp!~(ially

:lle founr1 with WC<l\ frequl'nry in Ihl' more "hrlh'rcd ,lt](1 w;Hmn h;lY~ a]on9 the sho,

I('S (Jf ,111 rlH' (apt' \ierde i"I;lf)d~. So, if nubody Ió'XCtpt Ca' da l'Vlr:'SI(l h¡ld rf'¡¡listd lh,)1

Itl(~"(' tunlc" wcre in [1l(' b;)y" nI' C<lpe \!rr<k until FN8, thi~ wnulrl ;)(('fl~dil (11("

Veflcrian ;1" tflC dis(owrn nI' (11(' (apr Venir ¡':;l1Hh.

2. Historital dat<l

From IIlc (im(' 0[' lhe r1i~(()vrry nI the twC) :lfrhipd;)IJ('~. in ¡hc Canary hl;l1ld" lO

<1 k';.<'tl l'.\1(1IL, <Jnd (,spC(ial1y for 11lt.' i"lan¡js del!\(' Vn¡j¡', hiq\,ly l'\prl'~"ivr n~por1<;

SI,I rt ¡lppe<lrinq I,klt illlJq r;1I (: ¡h.'ir do~r rrl.il\l()n<, WI\h ~ea (1ll1 ks.
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A - EtlS1ACHE DE LA roSSE. 1480. Cape Verde lslands

lle published his account in 1548, although the journey itsc1f took place belwe

en the end of 1479 and the first Ave monlhs of 1480, ¡.e. some 24 years after lhcy had

betn discovered [FOUICHF.- DFUJOSC, 1897).

This french merchant from lournay (soulh of france) travelled throughout the

lherian p.;>ninsular in late 1479, untll he reached Seville, attracled by lhe lleens.;>s offe

red ayear hr-forehand by tillO Cntholir Monarchs of Ca,;tile, fcrdinzlI1d and Isabel, for all

the mariners of Pellos (Huclva, in the south of SpainJ that wished to do business with

the African lands ofwhat was known a"> lhe "Gold Coast'· (to tlle south ofwh<lt is now

Liheria). In Seville, he bouyht a variety of yoods for Irading and IIlen hcaded for Cadiz

from wllenrc he ">et off on a mercnant voyage at Ihe end of 147CJ.

Unfortun<ltC'"1y fur him. shortly after reachinu the "Gold Coast"', and when he nCld

just slarleu tr<lding with the natíves, four Portuguese vessels, always suspicious of

Spanish activities in Mrira. look him prisoncr and mnfi5C"atcd all llis cargo.

Paradoxically, he helped the Portuguese lo seil a11 Ihis cargo. On lhe relurnjourney, they

reaelled lile islands of Cape Verde élround tebruélJY ur Marrh uf 1840, and lhis was tlle

acrollnt of 'Nl1al he saw lhere:

':.ana' aftrr a time, wt rfarheo' ¡hf Is'r)(lo's :hor we off Capr Verde of whieh Wt wlll ialk

.Iurer on, ano' Ihé'W' isirJnris oré' 10 in n!Jl11ber, 01111 ¡!lNe is noi more ,han one mhobitea', on l'¡hieh

is,londs mon or lepmus crforures on" rured in fl'iO years.' ami in focl we v/ent Iv Dne of thOSé'

some unlnhabitfd isirJnJs ano' Iheft ~iere lwo ,If'oers ¡hfre for ruw,l dio' not speok lo them uno'

Irf')i wt're on 50id .'510110', 1011/'1 !Vent ro tht entronee o(Jo' we cuughl o lar of fish in 2 o: 3 doys,

50 ¡hOI we iived (off rhem) for moft thon six Wffks ano' thNf ~it took o Jorge turrlf' that we ole

ano' founo' to be verv good, ~'om these luo'iles Ihe /epN's cured by eo/ing I!lf'm ano' sprfao'ing

blDDo' ami fr¡( 011 011 his meals (tun/e fat) (Jnd thus, afta nvo yeurs, ¡/¡ev art colrlo/e/eN purgfo'

ano' c-uo'f(i of theio' .Ieprosy Ami in fuet I fVOS in Gane! when .1 reiUo'm:d fram soio' >'uvagf, whNe

lvIonsifur kan dt Luxembourg, having beel1 ao'vistrf thot I had been ¡o this plart, \/IiOS hoppy ro

heao' of mI¡' monnfr rnr eur'ng leprosv, iré" /okr Iwnl Iht'rt ano' <vas (In (!le islalll) uf Suntiogo fur

th~ spoce of [\'10 yeors, ano' hr W05 rompletrll¡ curea'. And whllc mak.lng prtpurollons lo re/u(r),

¡hf o'earily sic~ntss laok him by surprisf' ano' ,here he difo' os .1 \'/05 lalN tolo' bv some of his se'

vants who hor! mude thr jnllrntV with him. Therefere, to gH iJack, tlJ our purposr, Ihrst lurUt'~

arf quite lurge 05 a good ,'org , shirle! can oe made from thór she,l,l to roVtf oneseif whtn it!s

nt,~·tSSON roc bottlr... "
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lIe continues to describe the island and the large numbers of flsh and birds. Later

on he once ag;Jin talks of turlles:

". Ana it is liJe custO/ll therf thar ~vhen rhe sea -"N,reats, geass gfOl~S on Ihe sonol' gravfr,

,rni) these /o'ge Wr(/cs !JO Uwre to gruLI:', umi ruler the r'I:'up"':" ul /he is/onu wrn iJp s,de do~vn

'1.': liJe (mes U¡CV cunfino, ami !l1m thl:'v .ioN the/ll ol1li wilh tl1eir hioo(} thev barhl: thosc infec

red afio' sick LVilil soio leprasv in suia 01000'; ano Lvl1i'n rhi'y (Ui' dry thi'y 6na rWQ Qf rhri'r dov,

t!W! rhev cannot G'orhe unu. and olkrwords Ihev are lir¡e und !his /Ilokes the/ll s/rong oYl],in

ana' ther piJrgf' rheir /nsio<"s 01- <"aiini] 01 th/s .fish Dno uf Ihf f(l! 01 ¡h<"sr tutlles, 50 ther conli

pue ¡hus fo' Iml }'eors ono tiw, are cumplete!>; curto' os has aeen so,'d. "

1n 148], that is, lhnTyears after the jOllrney off:ustache de I¡¡ Fosse, King Louis

XI of f'rance, who thought he was suffering fmm leprosy. sent Georg es Paleologue de

Sissipat. to ·'the Green isl:md and Sarbarous eOllntry" to find thc san3torium of the

island of Santiago described by de la Fossc and to aequire "some very appropriate

Ihings ror the heallh of his person". UnfmIUnalf'ly, King Louis Xl oied, but nol of

leprosy. befare his envoy returned (V1LLI~RS, 1958). lt is striking thal the a('('ounl is

situated on ¡jn "uninh(lbilerl" island. Considcring the f¡¡cl thal only Santiago W(lS

inhabiled in those early yf'ars of sellkmenl, this island musl have been Maio,

80avista OT S¡¡l.

lhis reference highlights the faet that the sea turtles that nested in Cape Verde were

a highly significanl element, right from the time they firsl entered Western history.

B - VALEN"IlM FFRNANDES. 1506-1508. Cape Verde Islands

This lypl' settn and printer of 1'Iuslrian origins, wht:n cal1fd by QUl'en Leonor or

Portugal, widow of King John 11, established his residence in Lisbon, where he started

printing maps and nav(ll charts of that time.

11Is wOTks inc1ude lhe first eharts and maps of lhe C3pe Verde lslands published

between 150() ano 150S. lhese are rlcsnibed by fO\JT01IRA DA COSTA, 19]9, whose work

Wl' will follow in this article.

In his genn<J1 remarks on the C<lpe Verde archipel<l~10, FerTlandes writes:

··In the mont/Js of Ma,; hne, JI)/f' ond Augusl, t/lere Is in Ihese islonds o 9'eal u¿'ur¡dan

ce or /unlcs, 'i/!]!ch !/lC ltpe.rs cure in mil. rhese islands ',ve'c inIUal/',' sa healtny !lJat unr ,Iepe.'s
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omvrng the,e we,e cured. BUl lhey are now so unheo/lhy lhol Ihe ~ople SIC en. I believe lhat

ofler lhe negroes lhat broughl them corrupted the Olr OS they hod done In the" own lond, Ihe'(

become unheolthY.

He then goes on to quote the account of Ca' da osto. At rhat time, only the

Cape Verde islands of Santiago and Fogo were settled, according to Valentim

ernandes.

It is striking that lhe first reports about rhe seasonal breeding habits of rhe tUT

tles coincides with the summer months lhal later authors lake on board Iilerally.

e - NlCHOLAS SA SON. 1656. Cape Verde Islands

He was an e plorer and geographer who in lhe mid 17h century. wrote a series

of geographic aliases of rhe conrinents that included many remarks on lhe human and

natural history of the places he visired. ln lhe atlas devot d lo Africa, he writes. in refe

rence to the islands of Sal, Boavisra. Maio and antiago:

~.. Their turtles ore Cwo or chree (eec long: Chey come out o{ che seo ond loy Cheir

eggs oC night. they hide them in the sond ond the heot o{ Che sun causes them ca hotch... •

Figure . WtSI Coa I of rTlca and Canal)' tslands.
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D - \'&UAM DAMPIER. 1683. Cape Vcrde Islands

Williarn Dampier was an English citizen, tirst a merchant and ¡hen an adventurer,

who made numerous joumeys all over Ihe world betv..een Ihe end of the 17th century

and beginning of Ihe 181h cenlury. He real1y was a remarkable observer of the nora and

fauna of Ihe regions he visiled, leaving us tremendously dctailed descriptions of many

species. including sea lurtlcs.

1n the first of his books (A new voyage round the world, chapter four). he men

tions a visit, starting in early September 1683, lo the islands of Sal, Sao Nicolau, Maio

and Santiago (Cape Verde),

lhe original work was printed in 1697. six years after Dampier returncd fram his

travels; two editions came OUl in thal same year, and a third one was published in 169B.

In lhe following years. new accounts of his lravels were added lO the colleclion, which

was culminated in 1729 with an edition of the collection in four volumes; lhe firsl of

lhese volumes is the one thal was published in 1968 and lhe one lhat we use here.

On the 23rd of August 1683. they set sail fmm lhe porl of Achamack in Virginia

[USA) <lnd after a week of slorms. a few days later. Ihey arrived at the island of Sal.

which Ihey found lO be inhabited basically by Portuguese bandits. It was here. and in

Ihis moment, Ihal Dampier made his famous accounl aboul Ihe namingos

(Phoenicoprerus ruber) and ¡heir peculiar form of nesling, and their culinary qualilies.

From the island of Sal. they wenl to Ihe island of Sao Nicolau. and laler to Maio, and

thcn lO Santiago; before teaving Cape Verde for the African coasl soulh of Sierra

Leone.

011 Ihe island of Maio, lhey attempted to buy provisions of meal but jusI one

week before their arrival, another English ship under Ihe command ofCaplain Bond. of

Brislo!. had arrived on ¡he islal1d and, wilh a maHcious trick, had taken lhe Governor of

lhe island prisoner and kept him aboard. offering lo release him in exchange for beef

and goat meat. Bul when his demands were mel, he sai)ed away wilh lhe Governor slill

aboard and no more was ever heard of him again. Apart fmm Iha\, he described Ihe

island as follows:

..... Here or("'plentyof Bul/s, Cows ond GooIS; ond o c~rtoin seoson of Ihe y{'o~ os Moy. June,

July ond Augusl. a ~rl o, smoll seo-rurlle come hilher fa loy their Eggs; bullhese Turlle or{' nol

so sweer os tll0se in rhe Wesl-Indies. .. -
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This is th only m ntion mad of turtl s in Cap V rd tha! is mad in this book.

lt is urpri ing rhar, despit th faet that he arrives during lhe n ting a on of the

turtl (aeeording lo lat 20lh e ntury data). he do s not reporr th m ith r in al

(somewhal surprising although he sp nt Httle tim on Ihis island) or in ao Nicolau, or

antiago, the fourth island he vi ited before leaving for the African eoast. It is only on

Maio that he appears to coll el r liabl information on th lurrle despite the loeals'

suspi ions of Engli h ships. ln faet, he mu t have eaten their m al a h Slate lhal they

are not as we t as th turtles from the West lndies; almost e rtainly r ferring to he

gr en turtle (Che/onio mydas) thal h would have known w 11 from hí previous jour

neys as he tarted his odys ey in 1679 with a voyage from London 10 Jamai a, although

he wand r d tensively around th Caribbean befor reaching Cap Verde.

Th phenological obs rvations made by Val ntim Fernand z are e traordinarily

aeeurat and th y suggest that, 300 y ars ago, the br ding sea on of th nesting

population of turtles in Cape Verd wa one month earlier than nowadays (see for

ampl DAMPIER, 1729) tarting in May and Ani hing in August: eompared with the

present sea on that starts in mid Jun and Anish s in mid Oetob r. As we will see later,

how v r, the dates mention d by Dampier must refer, at I ast in parto to the monlhs of

greatest den ity of n ting females.

AnOlher int r ting point i th menlion of their small ¡ze; as umíng thal h was

eomparing them with the size of the green turtle. a sp cíes tha I h had alr ady come

acres in the Caribbean and f male gr en turtl grow to a larg r siz than emale

loggerheads.

- FRAN<;:OI L GUAT. I 90. Cape Verde lslands

l guat was a Hugu not of rench origin who had migrat d to s ttl outh Africa

and lh i land of th India n Ocean. During this dyssey, they rea hed th i land of al

on the 30lh of October 16 O, wh r th y w nt ashar in eareh of water, without ue

e SS. n, y did. how v r, mak om inter stíng remark about th island and lhe made

a coupl of mentíon of ea turtle :

..... WI:' round mosl or Out CompOnlons oshorl:' colchmg Turtles. Wl:' went %ng wilh lhem

up inlo anolher porl or lhl:' Coul7(ty. .. Here O/SO 50/lors come 10 IUtn Ihe Turlle, o Term us'd by

64
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(;'. (",,''1 ','! h :hest l¡!~,'n:oi\ ,pf,'i:]_'':!' in :i¡~ Sn's,;n, ¡',i;f'.': 1M.' leN t,llf'i' F??5 J/:!f' U'r: 'C' 5~;!?X :;/

rhcSf 5,~'p."d CInC! 5;',,;\ Crca!urcS, 0"D amur:ys! tl,t rhr, ti,/~;',!i;I,-,I;, OcU)'Cf.'."::J ir; ti'" (jJóS~;,' (,I;t

---- --------.-- -"-,

Thi~ ~lJmJl'~[~ [h<-lt ¡hrte WOlS J hi]h Llrnsity 01' nl'~tinu fcma!cs on ¡he beaches.

11 ~ ,~Iso \',orlh núling IhJ!. in ¡,)tI" OClO!Jt'l, thnc \\'01" ~liIl femalt's ro be founa on tht'

IHOl[he~: ,1 file thn\ [oinciLlr~ 'A'ilh lhe rb\01 \hOl! 'A'r h<ivr ~Mhrlra bnw('cn ¡998 ¡¡'lU

.![)IJ). \'1'!' f'v!'n h,JVt' (('corus (,f hiltchlings l'n1l'rging fn')rn thr nr,,¡ on lhe 5'" of

JJl1uary 2000 un rhr henrh úf' CJntú (i~lnnd o' Bo~visl¡)l; which, in Q('nrral terms,

\H>lJld indicclle ¡)-I<-lllh(' ('lJlJs 'A'or iJirl in I"ll nl:lolJ('L úr ('vr'n in i'\(N('mllCl of thr ¡J"r

\Iúll~ Yl'JL
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-~--------------------

F - FRANC;:OIS FROGER, 1695. Cape Verde Island

He wa a 19 year old boy who aiJeó in a Freneh ship named "Th English Fa1con"

on its voyage to uoffieially" establi h a eolony in the Magellan Strait. In reality, it wa

a pirate ship finaneed by Louis XIV of Franee. Along with 5 other ships, it spent three

years raiding the eoasl of Africa, South Ameriea and the We t Inóies, r turning to its

base in La 'Roehelle in 1697.

After its visir to Cape Verde in June/July 1695, Froger elaims:

Hin Sao Vicente, Ihere arc lurl/es that weigh from 300 lo 4()() pounds. rhe eggs do not need

more thon 17 days lo reach fu" maturily in Ihe sand, but Ihe little turtle thal emerge, need a

further nine days before they ore capable of reaching the seo, becau5e of which 2/3 of them

ordinoríly foil prey lo the birds.•

During his short stay in this port Froger saw the arrival of a ship from Nantes rhat

had come to ñll il holds wilh turtle for Martinique.

His relllark highlighl the faet that there was a eertain export trade of sea turt1es;

whieh can only be explained by the faet that the cxistenee of turtle here was eOllllllon

international knowledge at the time.

Tl <¿ E

Figure 6. Cape Verde Islands. By anson d·Abbeville. mid 17th century.

G& In Itlll {~ll , , tiC 1 Ilr i
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G -W1LUAM DAMP1E"R. 1729. Cape Verde Islands

D,nnpier's second book was published in two parts by James and John Knaplon

(London). The Ilr;;t parl, which ineludes lhe parl dei11in[J wilh Clpe Verde, was puLJ1is

hed in 1703; <Jnd the sccond p<Jrt in 1709. The 1729 edition [which is the one lhat was

ediled again in 1981) brought tht'm lO[Jt'lher alld published lhnn <Js (lne, and lhis is

lhe edition u5ed by USo

This voyage eommellced on the 14th of January 1699 and, after a few days in

fenerife, lhey warhed lhe island af Maio on the 11 tll of February. tlere, aran from des

cribillg lhe process of producíng élnd transpurting salt, Dampier makes sorne highly

interesling comments about the vegetation and the fauna.

Abuut sea turtles, he says:

"_ .. 1hrJ\¡~' olrcudy sola' !Va"'!?) rhor Ihe monr/,s 01 1\lu}: jIJf'( )u/y ano' Auqus', (thot 15, rhe

w;"t Season} ore Ihe Time ~.hf'~ rh;: gref'n Turlfe come hltht~ or;o' 1)0 asilare !o ¡'aia' t.~eir [gq5_

! Jook unan it os (; Ih,rng w:)rth taking Norrr" o( thlJt thf Turl/r shouid o/¡,'QyS, both Ir, /liorlh

w¡d Sl)u¡h Lauruue, ,lar ¡h<:ir Eyg~ 11) Ihe wet !\11)1){!J" Ir r":ilgh: be !hought, conslo'er,'r:q whut

greot RG.'ilS tlitre are Ihen in 50me Piaef'5 wi~ere thc5e ('rcatures lay, rhot tr;tir [q95 shoUld L't

sooil;:d by thcm Sur the- llain, tho'vio,'ent, iS soon soaknJ up liy ¡!;l' Sand, whcrein the [9g5

are buried: ond perhap5 slnks nat sa deep inlv 'i 05 tht rq!]~ ace lalo': A~d keepln!] dowr ¡he

.l--frat ,710',' mokc the Sondhotter bclow than l' wos hefore, ii~c o Hot-bed. Whatt'v"'r tile RmsQn

m(JV be.'/h" Provld,""'e o'dum:ne, ¡hr,r Crr'1Jt(lfr'~ tu this 'lt(Json (Ji ioylrq thelr Eq!1s, ro/hu

than tht o'ry, In Foet it is so, os 1 hrNe con5tant,'y obser/d, ond thu! not only 'l/,'th tht Sea

Turtie, but wil.h (Jil OtilU 50r[5 of omphibious Animals that loy Eqg~, as Crocodii5, Alligator5,

Guano's, [¡e.. "

The aboye is probabl" onf' of the oldest record s of the relationsllip belween the

inrubation of sea turtl" egg~ and the impacl of the rains; a faet that, in parl at least.

expbins thE' r,,);¡tionship between sexes and Ihe ineubation lemperalurt'. lt is strikin[]

th<lt he TlOW deseribrs Ihe specif's as grf'en {Uft/f'.

Further on, and once again in referente lo lhe island of Maio, he adds:

RefCrrin!J lO D~mpier (1 (,'l7).

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, d
e 

lo
s a

ut
or

es
. D

ig
ita

liz
ac

ió
n 

re
al

iz
ad

a 
po

r U
LP

G
C

. B
ib

lio
te

ca
 u

ni
ve

rs
ita

ria
, 2

00
8



~ ... When ¡he Tur/le-Seoson comes In Ihey wotch ¡he Sonay-boys in ¡he Nlght to turn

Ihem, olld hovmg smoll Hurs 01 panicular Ploces on rhe Boys to Kt:t:p them Imm Iht: Rain ond

lO slt:ep in: And Ihis 15 ono!her Horvest they hove for Food; for by Report then' come o grt:ot

mony Turlle ro rhi5 ond the rest of Ihe Cope Verde Islonds. When the Turtlr 5eoson is over rhey

hove lit/Ir ro do, bur lO hunt for GUlnea-Hens, ond monogt: ¡he¡r smo/l Plontollons....

In Ihis exlriKt. Dampier tlearly shows Ihe imporlance of turlles as a sourtc of food

for the populalion of Ihis island: and he stales Ihal Ihese animals are also lo be found

on the other islands of Cape Verde. 1t is inleresting lO nole the syslcm used lO captu

re Ihe turlles, Even now. Ihis is called ~velar larlarugas~. Finally. he mt'ntions the Guinea

heno or Guinea fowt [Numido meleogrisl as a sourcc of food when the turlle breeding

se,lson comes to an t'nd.

From Maio. Dampier wcnl lO Sanliago to lake on supplics uf waler ando after a

few days Ihere. Ihe expedilion set sail for Pernambuco [Bldzi1).

OCB,\N

.-"-

.. '-

1.: e

..,-

Fi!lurr 7. Wesr C"",( of Mnra, 17)8.

CnH".
on'''.'''''" ......
n'AI'RIQUIL....,.. -,..-';.=:t tr _
~.¡;, ......• ,uo-.."" ..,............... -~"",,,.',. _.......~ ..-,"'

._-~--.
--~~....--._....,...-.._-- .._,
...- ..---
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H¡~torlcal re'Yi~w

H - NT01NE-FRAN(,:OlS PREVOST. 1749. Cape Verde Islands

He wrote a "Histoire generale des voyages" based on pre-published accounls.

Chapter ñve of lhis work (lhe firsl chapler of volume VIl) is based mainly on lhe

account that Georges RoberlS wrote in 1726, in which he describes his voyage to the

Cape Verde islands in 1721.

In September 1721, English Captain George Roberts was commissioned in

London to carry merchandíse from Virginia {Americal lO the coast of Guinea [AfricaJ.

During the voyage, a storm drove lhem off course and they ended up in Plymouth.

Frorn there, and after a month's wail because of the conditions of the sea, they finally

set sail for Africa.

Roberts' ñrst visit to Cape Verde (he had previously bought wine in Madeira and

in Tenerife, where he apparently sold his cargoJ must have taken place between

December and January 1721-22. He visited Sal (where he found no-oneJ, Boavista

(where he bought salt, horses and donkeysJ, Maio and Sanliago. On this voyage, he

rnakes no mention of turtles and they retumed to Barbados in March 1722.

On his anival he had lo sell everything that he had brought frorn Cape Verde at

a loss (most of the animals had died and the wine had gone off) and he bought a ship

to go into business for himself. He sel off for the coast of Guinea and Cape Verde again

in mid July 1722. A fever confined him to his bed for three days and, during this time,

the pilot lost his way so, after wandering the ocean, they ñnally reached the ¡stand of

Sa I in mid October 1722.

This is lhe moment that his account starts to include observations concerning sea

turtlesJ.

'The anchor was dropped in the Soy of Palmeira, which is in the north of the island. This

was the season of rhe green turtles. On this oecasion, Roberrs remarked thal the French ofren

come to the islands of Cope Verde with the sole intention of catching turtles, which they solt

on the shore, just like Newfoundlond cod, ond they sell them in the West IMies at o greot pro

fit. They keep the shells for Fronce, where the profit is greater thon in Engrand, especia 11y the

shells of the' turlles of these islands tho t hove a finer, more tronsporen t shell thon those of

onywhere e/se. On the other hond, they sometimes find grey amber. porf¡cularly on the islond

J The account colllinue, in lhe words of Prevos!.

.' tUfo e-- 69
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UF Sal aria' It is belined tho: i( rhe wlld COIS OnU elien rhe grecn lurries dio nul cor Ihls pw

CIU'lS gUfll, r~'JCli pmlit ((Ju:'d lle morito RolletiS, whc neer/el! pmvisinns, hO'ving ,fM u ship's

hoot oshore in sforch oi ,omf Ireshiy (()ughl iurt,'es, he sow'l r~turn in unrifr tiVO h",urs. Siw

rerurn"d vJith ()nc tlwt weighea bf'rwccn 200 una ]00 pounos, ',\'itl1 a ncgro fmm Ihe is,'ond 01

Sao Nieo,'ou \Vho (fulie ir ro him or: hchoi! of IJls Nlmpon,nns thcy hao' enmé' ro SOl Imm Suo

Nlc0iuu, 60 i~ numhu ro lish lurlles rhere nn ¡he nrricrs ni on tngiish coproir' Imm Bcnnudo

whn had 1é'11 rhfm rhtie onU Ilwn idl ro tO~f on ,al! in Buoliisto. Bul "!tOh u iong ubstncc

mor}f Ihafi ,'IJOSf hopr 01 sfcing hi'TI ugoin und the:,¡ o(ffred RooNIs hol! 01 thf'ir turtlfS, thé".'

oi./, liwir slm','s ond Ihcir qrCIi ambcr in cxchonge lor carrying thcrTl and Ihe ethc' hoil 01 the

fTIerchondi~c lo SUD Niculou"

And further 011, slill rcfcrring lo the isiJnu 01' Sal, he ">ays:

"So mOr¡V lurries ore cought rhUi severolsud sh,,Os camé' tn /000' thcm 011 c\NY ycO! ono'

thcy soillhcm lor Ironsporlrnq ro Ihe "merica,'] e%nics Thes!': wJ'fTIais Jse the time 01 the mins

lo lay (helr eqqs in ¡he sana' ond Ihe\" lcOv(, thctn ro war:n in the sun, Ihis is whcn Ihe inhal¡i

runrs hunl Ihem I',ilh no ddlicuily urher rhon lurning rhé'tn un th6r Iwch W'i17 ~tukes os rhey

are 50 biq thol thev wou,'d ror hove Ihc strff1gth lo do this WI¡h thfir honds lhe tné'Oi nlrhé' ¡ur·

r/es il 05 mmlnen In rhe miorJIf's (JS roo' in t.l1f munrrifS 01 Europe"

Abuut thc island of Baavjsta, he says:

"Mosr ni irs inhoiJitnnts five off CJoats, \vhosc milk is .'he" muin rO(Jd ~,uff, Inqeih,,! vi'lh

flsil ond tu!rhcs"

About the isl;lIld al' Maio, he ">Iates:

"Turrlé'slhcre ore nor so abundanr" [comparcd wilh !:lo3vista)

The island 01' Rrava:

:.. ir.s o/wndonl in lisr:. OIlI)(l¡irifS uf lurril"5 c()rJl:' !oo, which /oy lheir t'99s in Ihé' rclny

scasrm. Bul ¡Iw ini;oiJi:anls dlJ not t'at Ihan ilkc those olSanri:Jqo ami San Fdlpf (Feqo): o'f'SPI

te 1.11e' liJeI rhot on oil the o!l;er Is/ands, Ihese eyys (lfe cOflsiden:d a dclie'ous least, as Capiain

H()berts hlrnse,'f ca~ voueh"
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Tlle following points from the abund.'mt infonnalion aboYe can be highlightcd:

lhose 50 years after hoger's reference (see aboye), lhe French continued lo export

Lurtle meat fram Cape Verde to Lhe Frcn,h Wt'st Indies.

lhat tllrties were highly abundant on tl1e island of Sal.

Thal tlley were large animals. as they h3d to be tumed over wiLh the help 01' stakes.

Thal lurtles were also highly abundant on Sao Vicente.

Those expeditions were senl fram Sao Nicolau lo both Sal ,md Sao Vi,('nLe lo

catch lurtles.

1hal the turtle cara paces were lIsed as household utensils.

\ -GFORGF GlJ\SS. 1764. Canary lslands

He was a doctor al' the English navy that attempted to set up a commercial fac

tory on lhe coasts of Lhe Sahara. His adventure ended in tragedy. but. before lhe end,

he left his writings, in whirh he describes the Canal)' Islands. They indudr 3 referen

ce Lo sea LlIrtlcs in a<'sociaLion wiLh thr easl ,U¡bt 01' th, island of Fucrl('vC'nlura [Las

Playas bay) in late May of approximately 17(i]:

"At Iha! momenl, ~ome f'~hcrmen cougM a lorge ioggcrheod tuoie In the DOV: <litighln!]

some live hundred pOU'I(is, lvhleh Ihe:,' /(Iok oohore (1m! thc\' pul Ir 0'1 liS baek 0'110,0 uf u

largr stone, oftrr ('iJlllng its tl1mot, Imm ,'¡l1fnrE' comE' ti flolV 01 strnm:nq blood As tflE''¡i hod

no bmvi to ratrh it, tire mo\,or ona thf {f><;t oi hls jJfODlf raught ni,' t/W'¡i (ould In thE'ir honas

ano' the'¡i drank Ir. Wl1en the!, reolised our disgust ot seeing SUCJl a barbarie onn' bestiol mUIJ

ntr 01 ,-,allny, Ihe\' ~hook their heads ond the, told u~ thot I1 lVOS on exctllent femed\' ogains!

rhe lrost ileh cmlrhe, rnvire(j liS ro foil! in, 11) our el'tn qrtuttr aisi)uSI, .ve notict(j their hOil(js

fu/l oi -,eah-, ona SOff'>"

Apart fmm the fact that !he datr of the ohservation almost roinridcs wilh Lhe

starl uf the breeding se<lson of the turtle species Coretto caretto in Cape Verde. it is also

striking tha! Lhe animal was 8n adult. judging from the weight (sce ahoYe the e<,tim3

tions of the wright af nesting turtles in Cape Verde provided by Leguat. Froger and

Roberl~l; and the facL Lhat they believed Lhat tunle blood had mcdicinal properties.
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---- -

J - JOSE DE VIERA Y ClJWIJO. 1799. Canary Islands

A priest and historian, in 1799 he wrote his WDirtionary of the natural history of

the Canary Islands P (whirh was publish d in 1868-1869); in whirh he deAnes th na mes

of piares, animals and plants of the Canary Island archipelago.

figure 9. Canal}' 1~3nd!>. B Bol)' dr Sto '('e/1I. 180J.

In Tome n, he deAn s the tenn Wlslets" as follows:

"/slt:ls (INSULAf DE. ERTAE). These ore lhe si.x smoller ,slonds siluoled close co Lonzorole,

mil d Alegranzo, Monloño Clora, Grocioso, Roque del Esle, Roque del Des/e and 1510 de Labos: 011

vhlch ore orid, mounloinous dc:serl londs. On Alegranza. orchil is collected; on Lo Grocioso,

rhe livesloc grozes durlng lhe In/er; on Montoño Cloro. /he bes/ Conory Islond birds ore

oughl; on 1510 d Lobos, lhey used /0 ftsh for lhe seo beosts of lhis nome (monk seols), ond on

01/ 01 lhem, lUrlle eggs, shell lish, shel/s, etc or lo be lound7

This ret: rence is s If-e planatory.

- PETER 51 o D5. 1885. Cap rd I land

On pag 225 of this interesting book on wild animal U5 d for food. the author
wri es:

"In Portugal, syphilttlc patienls are afIen sent 10 che Cope Verde /slonds ro be cured by lee

ding on lUft/e f1esh. The flesh of lhe gre n lurt/e is eo! n in.. che Cope Verde islonds7

• I , " 7 J
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Wh3t is striking is tlle f3et th3t althougl1 the eur3tive properties of the fksh and

blaod of Cape Verde se<J turl1cs wcre romidned an cffirirnt remedy l'or leprosy in the

early years after the disC'Ovel)' of lhe islands, they were still being used 400 years later

for euring syphilis, l\Jowadays, il is lhe popular belier lhat they have aphrodisi3eal pro

perties.

L - JAMES PI\RSOl\. 1962

This is the last ol' the greal unknowns th3t we quote in our review of lhe histo

ric lileralure. In t%2, he wrole a book on lhe green turtle in the world.

In lhis highly interesting book, most of the acmunt eovering Ihe C3pe Verde

islands gaes to cslablish lhat:

- lt is lhe green turtlc lhal nesls in these islands

He establislles a similarity between Aseension lsland and Cape Verde to the south

and norlh of lhe equator.

He mentions 581. B03vist<l 3nd M3io <lS the most important isl3nds for this spe

eies

He suggests 111at the masl of Afriea is probable Ihe feeding grounds for these

populalions. fmm \1auritania soulh.

He provides new (13t'l, from a cerlJin M. Alex3ndrino, director of the airport of

Sal. who lells him in a 1cllcr in 19'>9, lh;:¡l .smal] numbcrs of Imlles slill come to

nesl on tl1is isl3nd in the months of August and September. He adds that at least

some of lhese are Caretla earelta and not Chelonia mydas.

ln the S'lme year. J. Cademt 3ssures him in a letter, that in several journeys lo

Cape Verde, he has Ill'ver Sl'en green lurtks, only oCGlsi{malloggcrhead turlles.

11e finishes by saying:

'The Cape Verde turtles, I/ke ¡ha5t' of A.,rtmion, ore ery/ng out for a hi5toricu/ and

ecolog/('OI study'". James J. Parsons. Thc grecn turtle and mano Univ. florida Press Book.

19G2. (page. 4':».
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CONCLUSlONS

111 lhe 3bove artide, we have attempted lo directly transcribe pre-historic and hb

tone knowledge (alLhough, in sorne ca~e~, \'le havc TC3Chcd the mili 20th ccnlury) avai

l<lble on sea lurtles in the Mararoncsian islnnds of lhe Canal)' lslands and Cape Verde.
VVe believc ihat theTe are two c1early demonslraled faeLs:

rhe C<lpC Verde islJnds. especially Sal and Sao Vitenle, were known <lS siles with

a hi[jh densily of ncsling [urUes beLween lhe 15th and lile' 18th c('nlIHics.

Sea lurlle eggs were tollecLed on lhe lJninhabited islets of lhe Canary lslands in

tllC' late 18th century.

Obviously [his laller fael, together with lhe ,Hchaeological daLa mcntioncd aboye,

could su!.¡gest that a specics of sea lunk (lhe loggcrhcad turtlr) that used lo inhabit

the easleTll Canary lslands has become extinct. This possibility would be connected to

Ihe 3boriginal papulalian af the is1ands lhal used turlles iJS food <lnd Ihey considered

them as a kind of God, probably in al1usion lo IheiT v<llue as <l natural resouree.

Ihe exlinction of turtles in lhe Canar.y 15lands would have taken place in pardl1el

to Ihe extinclíon process of lhe monk seal (Monoehus monorhus) in the isl<lnds, a mam

mal thal used ro be ea len by lhe pre-historie inhabilants of the larger islands befare

the ,mival of lhe Europeans, who, in turn. wiped Ihem out from Ihe same uninhabited

islels on which Vier<l y Clavijo mentions that sea turtle eggs were collected (see LOPC7

JlJRAllO el al., 1995). and which were inaeeessible lo lhe aboriqinal Canary IsI,mders

beeause, as has already been mentioned, they did not know haw lo sai!.
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