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Abstract 

 Is well known that world fisheries are suffering a strong deterioration; for this reason, is 

indispensable to find other resources and to study their possibilities to be exploited. Here we present the 

results obtained from two fishery survey, using fish traps, between 200 to 1200 m depth, along the Canary 

Archipelago during 2003. Depth distribution of three species of the Heterocarpus Genus was analyzed 

(H. ensifer, H. grimaldi and H. laevigatus) in order to increase biological and ecological knowledge. 

 The studied areas were selected considering climatic conditions and the proximity to fishing port 

from which the handmade fleet operate, specially those boats that use fish traps as main gear. The 

prospected areas were off the southwest of Lanzarote, south of Gran Canaria, south Tenerife, west of La 

Gomera and east of La Palma islands; Heterocarpus ssp. were caught in all of them. The distribution of 

the three species was not homogeneous in depth, neither latitudinally. H. ensifer predominates between 

300 and 700 meters depth, although some specimen were found at 800, 1000 and 1200 meters, mostly in 

the more occidental islands of La Gomera and Tenerife, because less Heterocarpus than in Gran Canaria 

were caught in La Palma; H. grimaldi was found from 900-1100 m., however three specimens were 

caught at 400 meters depth, most of them were caught in La Gomera, others were also found in Tenerife 

and Gran Canaria seafloor, but not too many; finally, H. laevigatus (the less abundant one), were caught 

from 900 to 1000 meters depth, mostly in Gran Canaria and La Gomera, en Lanzarote and Tenerife, just 

two of them were found.  In La Palma we just have Heterocarpus ensifer, although we also caught one 

grimaldi, we doesn’t have weight information of it. 
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