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Abstract

The dentition of Gallotia stehlini from one extant and two subfossil populations dated as 4000
and 2000 years before present was studied. Body measurements were similar in the two
subfossil populations, but much greater than the largest sizes observed today in G. stehlini. The
morphology of the dental cusps in this G. stehlini differs greatly from that of other Lacertidae,
including other congeneric Canarian species; this has been connected with a vegetarian diet. A
decrease in heterodonty with size of the animal is also seen which contrasts strongly with the
models observed in the Mediterranean lacertid lizards.
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