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A B S T R A C T  . I  

T h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  s t u d i e s  o £  m a m m a l  
r e m a i n s  i n  p r e h i s t o r i c  c i t e s  o n  f o u r  o f  t h e  C a n ' a r y  I s l a n d s  s h o w  
t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  T h i r d  C e n t u r y  o n  t w o  i s l a n d s  
f a r  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r ,  T e n e r i f e :  200 A . D .  i n  "Don G a s p a r "  c a v e  a n d  
F u e r t e v e n t u r a :  200 A . D .  i n  " V i l l a v e r d e "  c a v e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  g o a t s ,  
s h e e p  a n d  p i g s .  T h e  g e n e r a l i z e d  i d e a  t h a t  d o g s  were s o  a b u n d a n t  
i n  t h e  C a n a r i e s  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g o  d e r i v e d  f r o m  
t h e m  ( C a n i s )  h a s  n o  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  b a s i s  b e c a u s e  v e r y  f e w  d o g  
r e m a i n s  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d ,  n o  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r  o r  E i v e  i s o l a t e  t e e t h  
a n d  a f a l a n x  i n  m o r e  t h a n  100.000 b o n e s  e x a m i n e d .  

T h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  r e m a i n s  c o n s i s t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  t h e  w a y  o £  l i f e  o f  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  C a n a r i a n  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e y  c a n  
h e l p  f o r w a r d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  w h e n  a n d  f r o m  w h e r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
i n h a b i t a n t s  came.  T h e  o n l y  p r e v i o u s  s t u d y  ( Z E U N E R ,  1 9 5 9 )  i s  b a s e d  
o n  f i v e  p r o b l e m a t i c  s k u l l s  a n d  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v i s e  h i s  
c o n c l u s i o n s .  



T h e  f i r s t  work  o n  m a m m a l  r e m a i n s  i n  t h e  C a n a r y  I s l a n d s  
3 s  d o n e  b y  ZEUNER ( 1 9 5 9 )  who s t u d i e d  f i v e  s k u l l s :  t w o  g o a t s ,  o n e  
Ig a n d  t h r e e  d o g s .  T h i s  m a t e r i a l  was  i n  t h e  "Museo C a n a r i o "  i n  
is P a l m a s  a n d  had  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y  i n  "Ba- 
c a n c o  d e  Guayadeque"  ( G r a n  C a n a r i a ) .  T h e s e  r e m a i n s  d i d  n o t  come 
com a s t r i c  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d y .  ZEUNER f o u n d  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  
3gs  r e s e m b l e d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  d i n g o  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  was a  b r o a d e r -  
lced d o g ,  t h e  g o a t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  Mamber g o a t  of 
le M i d d l e  E a s t  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
f a n o t h e r  t y p e  o £  g o a t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s c r e w - h o r n e d  Je r i co  g o a t .  
i n a l l y  t h e  p i g  i s  a s l e n d e r  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  t y p e  p i g .  T h e  p e o p l e  
10 b r o u g h t  t h e s e  d o m e s t i c a t e d  a n i m a l s  t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  a l s o  carried 
i r l e y  a s  t h e i r  o n l y  c e r e a l .  , 

F o r  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  c e n t u r y  t h i s  work  was  t h e  o n l y  o n e  o£ 
1s k i n d .  I n  1 9 8 2  MECO e t  a l .  p u b l i s h e d  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  n o t e  o n  
ima l  r e m a i n s  i n  t h e  "Cueva d e  V i l l a v e r d e "  ( F u e r t e v e n t u r a .  I n  
x e n t  y e a r s  a  l a r g e  number  o f  m e t i c u l o u s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  
i v e  b e e n  d o n e  w h i c h  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  l i g h t  n u m e r o u s  r e m a i n s  
5 l a t e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n h a b i t a n t  ' S  e n v i r o n m e n t .  Most of t h e  ma t e r i a l  
; now b e i n g  s t u d i e d ,  p r i n c i p a l y  t h a t  o f  "Guayed ra"  i n  G r a n  Cana -  
, a  ( e x c a v a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  C .  MARTIN DE G U Z M A N )  s n d  
:onzamas"  i n  L a n z a r o t e  ( e x c a v a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  I . D U G )  

T h e r e  a r e  a l r e d y  come i n t e r e s t  i g  r e s u l t s  r e g a r d i n g  l i v e -  
: ock  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  f r o m  t h e  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  c i t e s  
Ion G a s p a r "  a n d  "LOS G u a n c h e s "  c a v e s  i n  " I c o d " ,  T e n e r i f e  (excavated 
i d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  C.  DEL ARCO) a n d  t h e  " v i l l a v e r d e "  c a v e  i n  
i e r t e v e n t u r a  ( e x c a v a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  F .  HERNANDEZ a n d  

D .  SANCHEZ-VELAZQUEZ). I t  c a n  b e  s e e n  f r o m  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  t h a t  
t h e s e  T e n e r i f e  c a v e s  a n d  t h a t  o f  F u e r t e v e n t u r a  were o c c u p i e d  by  
man a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  f r o m  a b o u t  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  u n t i l  t he 
s i x t e e n t h  or s e v e n t h  c e n t u r y .  F u e r t e v e n t u r a  i s  t h e  d r i e s t  i s l a n d  
a n d  t h e  n e a r e s t  t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a .  T e n e r i f e  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l  g r o u p s  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  a n d  h a s  a  more f a v o u r a b l e  
cl imate.  

THE TENERIFE PREHISTORIC SITES 

T h e  "Don G a s p a r  " c a v e  i s  i n  a v o l c a n i c  t u f f  b e l o w  a 
b a s a l t i c  l a v a  f l o w .  I t s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  is  i n  I c o d  128 ' 21 '  
1 5 "  l a t i t u d e  N .  a n d  13"01  ' 4 8 "  l o n g i t u d e  W . ]  a n d  i t s  h e i g h t  a b o v e  
p r e s e n t  M.S.L. is  480 m .  T h e  e n t r a n c e  f a c e s  E a s t ,  p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  
t h e  z o n e ' s  f r e q u e n t  w i n d s .  T o d a y ,  t h e  e n t r a n c e  is  l a r g e r  p r o b a b l y  
t h a n  i n  t h e  p a s t  b e c a u s e  o f  l o o s e n i n g s .  T h e  i n c i d e  o f  c a v e  i s  
l a r g e ,  c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  c o n t a i n s  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  human o c c u p a t i o n .  
R a d i o c a r b o n  a g e s  f o r  lower l e v e l  a re :  GAK-8066: 1 7 5 0  2 - 8 0  B.P. 
[ =  200 A . D .  1, a n d  f o r  m i d d l e  l e v e l :  GAK-8067: 1 3 9 0  5 1 1 0  B . P .  
[ =  560  A . D .  l .  T h e  u p p e r  l e v e l  is  u n d a t e d .  





p i e c e s  i n  t h e  r i m .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  l i t h i c  i n d u s t r i e s  o n  
o b s i d i a n .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  d i s t r o y s  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
i n h a b i t a n t s  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  C a n a r i e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
m i l l e n i u m  when n o r t h  A f r i c a  los t  t h i s  t r a d i c t i o n  o f  l i t h i c  industry 
(BALOUT, 1 9 6 9 ,  PELLICER CATALAN, 1 9 7 1 ) .  

The  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  o f  "Los  Guanches"  c a v e  [28O22'  
28" l a t i t u d e  N .  and  1 3 ° 0 0 ' 3 5 "  l o n g i t u d e  W .  1 ,  i n  I c o d ,  i s  i n s i d e  
a  v o l c a n i c  t u b e .  I ts  h e i g h t  a b o v e  p r e s e n t  M.S.L. i s  1 7 5  m .  The 
e n t r a n c e  i s  n a r r o w .  I n s i d e  l i g h t  i s  s c a r c e .  The  f l o o r  i s  s l o p i n g  
a n d  w a t e r  mixed u p  t h e  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e r e  a re  n o t  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  
b u t  i t  h a s  s imilar  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t s  t o  t h e  " ~ o n  ~ a s p a r " c í i v e -  
T h e r e  a r e  n o t  s e e d s  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  more m o l l u s c a n  s h e l l s ,  p r o b a b l y  
b e c a u s e  t h e  s e a  is  n e a r e r .  However,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  l i t h i c  i n d u s t r y .  

The  mammal r e m a i n s  a r e  g o a t  ( a t  l e a s t  f o u r  i n d i v i d u a l s ) ,  
p r o b a b l y  s h e e p ,  p i g ,  d o g  ( a n  i n c i s i v e  t o o t h ) ,  hedgehog  ( a n  i n c i s i v e  
t o o t h )  a n d  p e r h a p s  c a t  ( a  f i r s t  f a l a n x ) .  

THE FUERTEVENTURA PREHISTORIC SITE.  

The  " V i l l a v e r d e "  c a v e  [ 2 8 ° 3 1 ' 1 0 "  l a t i t u d e  N .  a n d  1 0 ° 1 2 '  
30" l o n g i t u d e  W 1 i n  "La O l i v a " .  The  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  c o a s t  i s  a t  
l e a s t  s i x  km. T h e  c a v e  i s  a  v o l c a n i c  t u b e  1 9 0  m l o n g .  On ly  1 6  m 
o£  t h e  w e g t e r n  p a r t  is  a n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  z o n e .  T h i s  i s  s e p a r a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  r es t  by a  s t o n e  w a l l .  T h i s  a r e a  h a s  c i r c u l a r  a n d  semi- 
c i r c u l a r  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s .  The human r e m a i n s  f o u n d  a r e  a n  a d u l t  
man a n d  a  c h i l d .  The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l ,  i n  s t u d y ,  i s  hand  
made p o t t e r y  o f  r i c h  a n d  v a r i a t e d  d e c o r a t i o n .  B a s a l t i c  s t o n e s ,  
b o n e s  a n d  s h e l l s ,  u s e d  f o r  tools .  The  f o o d  r e m a i n s  a r e  m o l l u s c a n  
s h e l l s ,  f i s h  b o n e s  a n d  mammal b o n e s  (HERNANDEZ e t  a l . ,  1 9 8 8  a n d  
a l s o  i n  t h i s  v o l u m e ) .  The  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  i n  v e g e t a l  c o a 1  a r e :  
1 7 3 0  2 50 B.P. [ = 2 2 0  A . D . ]  (C .S . I .C .  5 5 6 ) ,  12601 50  B.P . [=690A.D. l  
( C . S . I . C .  5 5 5 )  a n d  1070  + 50 B .P . [=880  A . D . 1  ( C . S . I . C . 5 5 4 )  f o r  t h e  
s u r f a c e  l e v e l .  

P r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  mammal s t u d i e s  (MECO e t  a 1 . , 1 9 8 2 )  
show t h a t  t h e  r e m a i n s  o£  g o a t  a n d  p r o b a b l y  s h e e p  a r e  n u m e r o u s ,  
a b o u t  a  h u n d r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  h a l f  o f  them a r e  k i d .  Rema ins  o f  f i v e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  p i g ,  a  s m a l l  number  o f  t e e t h  and  a  t h i r d  p h a l a n x  o f  
d o g  a n d  a  humerus  a n d  l e f t  m a n d i b l e  o£  s e a 1  a p p e a r  too. 

T h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o £  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  w i t h  t h e  numerous  
m a t e r i a l  f o u n d  i n  o t h e r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c i t e s  could he lp  t h e  discovery 
o f  when a n d  f rom w h e r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  came. A ' r e v i s i o n  
o f  ZEUNER's c o n c l u s i o n s  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  



COMPARISON OF MAMMAL REMAINS OF APPROXIMATELY THESAME AGE FOUND 
1N PREHISTORIC SITES ON FUERTEVENTURA AND TENERIFE. 
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0 V a y e d r n  guayadeque 

F ig .  1.- Map o f  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c i t e s  i n  t h e  Canary l s l a n d s  which c o n t a i n  
t h e  impor tan t  mammal remains mentioned. 



F i g .  2 . -  The Icod area in Tenerife including the prehistoric sites of "Don 
Gaspar" and "Los Guanches" caves. 
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F i g . 3 . -  Ground p t a n  o f  the  "Don Gaspar" cave u i t h  s i t e s  of  
mammal remains i n  the  squares excavated.  
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Fig. 4.- G r a p h i c  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  marnrnals remains  i n  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  "Don 
Gaspar" cave shows t h a t  p i g  and goa t  a r e  numerous i n  l ower  l e v e l  
(200 A.D.) b u t  goa t  and sheep a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  an ima ls  i n  t)e uppe r  
l e v e l  ( l a t e r  t h a n  560A.D.). Betwen m i d d l e  and upper l e v e i s  t h e r e  i s  
a  s t e r i l e  l a n d s l i d e .  




