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Abstract 

 
The loggerhead population of Cape Verde is one of the most important in the world. Several 
islands from this archipelago capture nesting females for human consumption. This a 
widespread practice in the local population that can be killing more than 25% of nesting females 
every year. This activity is not relevant for the general economy of the country but can be 
important for some families. Moreover, the capture, sale and consumption of turtle meat are a 
traditional activity very widespread in the local population. The capture of sea-turtles is 
prohibited by the caboverdian law but the protection measures are not efficient and actual 
capture rates of nesting females are unsustainable and are significantly contributing to the quick 
decline of this important loggerhead population. Uncontrolled development of touristic resorts 
is also threatening some important nesting beaches. Some Spanish organizations coordinated 
by the NGO Cabo Verde Natura 2000, in collaboration with the Government of Cape Verde, are 
implementing some actions to inform and educate the population about the importance of 
conserving sea turtles as an important natural resource than can offer more benefits to their life 
and economy if they remain alive. Moreover, several developmental and sustainable projects 
are being implemented to improve the economy of individuals who are killing turtles. Finally, 
several professional development programs for caboverdian young people from the local 
communities have been started in order to develop activities related to sea turtle conservation 
such as turtle watching ecoturism, beach vigilance or turtle monitoring. 


