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Abstract

In recent years, information about the movements and timing of migration by male sea turtles
has begun to be unraveled. Here, we present the first satellite tracking of male loggerhead sea
turtles (Caretta caretta) in the eastern Atlantic. Satellite linked transmitters were attached to
five adult males, captured in the near shore waters off Boavista, Republic of Cape Verde. This
archipelago hosts the single most important breeding site of loggerhead turtles in the eastern
Atlantic. Animals were tracked for periods ranging between 48 and 537 days, including a
probable annual remigration to the vicinity of the nesting ground for one turtle. Males showed
a variety of movement patterns both during and after the breeding season. Of three males that
transmitted for 85, 329 and 537. days, two (the smallest) migrated east and remained in oceanic
waters for the tracking period and another (larger turtle) migrated 810. km northeast, to neritic
waters off the coast of Mauritania, Western Africa. Results suggest males may show the same
size-linked dichotomy in migratory strategies, as has been shown for females from this
population.



