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Santa Cruz de Tenerife The TEA arts centre by Hereog & de Meuron

B organised around a serdes of routes and conrmvards and has uilan
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SANTA CRUZ

DE TENERIFE

Juan Antonio Gonzalez
Pérez reviews Herzog
& de Meuron’s new
TEA arts centre.
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The Tenerife sparcio de las Artes
TEA)

ravime that cus through (he urban

5 located in the Santos

fahric of Santa Cruz de Tencrile,
the  island’s capital. The new
buileling is mtended w unite the
Twin pearts o the histornic centre
lowsited on each side of IE||-||||'.-i-
cal divide. The connection is
achieved wsing a dia
which allows ;
the city while visiting the building.
Ihe opening of the TEA follows
the rer mg of the Phza de

Esparia, both projects by the Basel
LN |

based architects Herrog & de
Mewromn, here wor king with local
architect Virgilio Guiiérrez, The
urhan nature of TEA musemm
and culturzl centre means it can
be inte preted as aominiature city
in which the street gives access o
the varions spaces and uses while
at the smne time projecting it ouwt
bevond s physical limis, This
simple gesture alone sts thit
the building warrants rather more
than SLIRT ficial analvsis

Ihe TEA was commssaoned by

the Tenerfe stand Council which
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the library where this is - miost
intensely lelt here the spatial
richness and urban scale creates
ot of the most inierestn
i the |-|:|||||’.-|"~_ 'he imuers
T ['u!_'||:'-. ol Ill!lll:ll:l.'“:.r'l'ri.' )
g that which filters through
apertires in the undubating rool
anil that which ent
|||'|."u|.||i|-r|- in the concret
he external wrapping of ack-
staineel concrete Appears W T
Been butlt using the sume  raw
miaterial as that wsed by Cscu
Do i his Decalcomnanias

(his techngue

walls of ink that dis
m the |1'||I|’||:-||' reflections of
the small ghiss openings or perfo-

istort one's perception

ol distance and

create  arched
spaces of their own in accordance
with same artficial perspect
cansing an alienaton which
mnges one from reality, The play
of reflections — hetghtened when
the builedin weel byvoo

calls puestion the bui

matenality  and  dissolves  the

houndaries between mtenor and
exleriorn n public and pri-
vate. The space reflects iself, dou
bles back, and then considers

itsell Fromm s internal void
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