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CULTURAL CENTRE, LOS SILOS,
TENERIFE, SPAIN

ARCHITECT

GPY ARQUITECTOS

SHEDDING
LIGHT

A new community centre between two small

squares in Tenerife ingeniously interprets

the strong light and adds to the public realm.

I

Community building allows little
chapel to continue to dominate
square, while ...

. being very tough and direct.

Los Silos is a little town on the
north-western slope of the island
of Tenerife, and if you landed
there after a blindfolded journey,
you might think you werein a
provincial Spanish settlement,
rather than on an island in the
Atlantic some |00km from the
north-west coast of Africa. One of
the main public spaces in Los Silos
is Plaza San Bernardo, where GPY
have built their cultural centre.

It serves the whole community
and has to offer a very wide range
of functions: an assembly hall, a
place for conferences, exhibitions
and small performances, as well as

providing spaces for a library and
continuing education. GPY
Arquitectos responded to the
brief with what is essentially a very
simple building on a tight |15m
square site. At the level of the San
Bernardo plaza is the general
purpose hall. To the northis a
new public space, the Plaza
Principe de Asturias, which is
lower than San Bernardo, so the
building can be at two levels on
the Asturias side, with the lower
one being devoted to workshops
that can be amalgamated as a
single space or used as three
separate ones.




Next to the new building is the
little, modest, but tough (though
elegant) San Bernardo chapel,
white and Spanish colonial, in a
timeless Counter-Reformation
style that can be seen from Cadiz
to Cartagena. GPY's cultural
centre is just as tough (or even
tougher), but it politely allows the
chapel to continue to command
the square, while having a strong
presence of its own. Facing on to
the square is a blank wall of beton
brut and wood with, between the
centre and the chapel, a

welcoming but mysterious and

cavernous entrance.




In good weather, the wooden wall
can be folded back to make the
assembly room a generous roofed
extension of the Plaza San
Bernardo, becoming almost a
loggia, with dramatic views of the
landscape through the mullionless
glass north wall. The hall roof has
an ingenious section of Z-shaped
elements that filter sky light, so
the interior is flooded with
sunshine that has been modified to
avoid glare, while still projecting
patterns of light and shade on
floor and walls. Down on the Plaza
Principe de Asturias, beton brut is
little modified: very tough, but a
not uncivilized contribution to the
new square.

While some jury members had
reservations about this side of the

4812

building, we were all entranced by
the notion of a hall that can
become a part of a square, and by
the way in which the subtropical
light is so carefully and discreetly
modified by the ingenious section.

Architect

GPY Arquitectos, Santa Cruz de Tenerife
Project team

Juan Antonio Gonzilez Pérez, Urbano Yanes
Tufia, Constanze Sixt, José Domingo
Bethencourt, José Miguel Navarro
Structural engineer

Arcal 5. L.

Photographs

Miguel de Guzmin, José Ramén Oller

3

Folding timber wall can be drawn
back to make centre part of square.
4

Tough as the mountain behind it.

5

Light ingeniously modified by
Z-shaped wall and roof details.
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Editor comercial:

Emap Construct Ltd.

Direccion: 69-77 Paul St, London, EC2A 4NW Reino Unido

Teléfono: 44-20-39532000

Péagina de web: http://www.emap.com

Correo electrénico del editor: customerserviceteam@emap.com

Editor comercial: Fuente

EMAP Publishing Ltd.

GBP 180.00 suscripcion combinada por afio (print & online eds.) (en vigor 2021)
GBP 17.50 quiosco/cubierta por nimero (en vigor 2021)

Gratis a personal cualificado (en vigor 2021)

Fuentes a texto completo

« BACON (Base de Connaissance Nationale)

« Bacon Proquest Couperin Periodicals-Index-Online

« Center for Research Libraries

e CRL Open Access, 01/01/1900-12/31/1900

o CRL Serials, 01/01/1900-12/31/1900

« Dow Jones Factiva

« Factiva - Couperin, 1997-

« EBSCOhost

« Academic Search Alumni Edition, 01/01/2006-

« Academic Search Complete, 01/01/2006-

« Academic Search Elite, 01/01/2006-

« Academic Search Premier, 01/01/2006-

« Academic Search Ultimate, 01/01/2006-

« Art & Architecture Complete, 01/01/2006-

o Art & Architecture Source, 01/01/2006-

o Art Full Text (H.W. Wilson), 01/01/1996-

« Associates Programs Source, 01/01/2006-
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Associates Programs Source Plus, 01/01/2006-

EBSCO Polytechnic Studies Collection: India, 01/01/2006-

EBSCOhost EJS

MegaFILE, 01/01/2006-

OmniFile Full Text Mega (H.W. Wilson), 12/01/1995-

OmniFile Full Text Select (H.W. Wilson), 12/01/1995-

STM Source, 01/01/2006-

STM Source, 01/01/2006-

Vocational Studies Complete, 01/01/2006-

Vocational Studies Premier, 01/01/2006-

« Gale

Gale Academic OneFile, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale Academic OneFile Select, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale General OneFile, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale In Context: Biography, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale In Context: Canada, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale In Context: College, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale In Context: High School, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale OneFile: Gardening and Horticulture, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale OneFile: High School Edition, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale OneFile: Home Improvement, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale OneFile: Popular Magazines, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

Gale OneFile: Science, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

InfoTrac Custom, 06/01/1994-05/31/2011

« LexisNexis

NexisDirect

« Multiple Vendors

Single Journals

e ProQuest

AAA: Architecture & Design, 11/01/1896-12/31/2005

Art and Architecture Archive Collection 1,11/01/1896-12/31/2005

Career & Technical Education Database, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com.bibproxy.ulpgc.es/title/1668602783150/36524
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« elibrary, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

« ProQuest Central, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

« ProQuest Central (Alumni Edition), 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

« ProQuest Central Essentials, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

« ProQuest Central Korea, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

* ProQuest Central Student, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

« ProQuest Central UK/Ireland, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

« ProQuest One Community College, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

» Proquest:Jisc Collections:Art and Architecture Archive:2017-2020,01/01/1896-12/01/2005

« Research Library, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

« Research Library (Alumni Edition), 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

« Research Library Prep, 12/01/1995-01/31/2015

o hEHBSEBHHOBGR.AE (CEPIEC - China Educational Publications Import & Export Corporation Ltd.)

« Socolar, 1994-2008

Bases de datos para realizar resimenes e

indices

« Architectural Index

« Architectural Index (Online), 1995-

« Association for Asian Studies

« Bibliography of Asian Studies (Onling), 1970

o Clarivate Analytics

« Arts & Humanities Citation Index

« Current Contents

« Web of Science

« EBSCOhost

« Academic Search Alumni Edition, 1/1/1984-

« Academic Search Complete, 1/1/1984-

« Academic Search Elite, 1/1/1984-

« Academic Search Premier, 1/1/1984-

« Art & Architecture Complete, 1/1/1984-

ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com.bibproxy.ulpgc.es/title/1668602783150/36524 4/8
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o Art & Architecture Index, 1/1/1984-

o Art & Architecture Source, 7/1/1929-

« Art Abstracts (H.W. Wilson), 5/1/1984-

« Art Index (H.W. Wilson), 5/1/1984-

« Art Index Retrospective: 1929-1984 (H.W. Wilson), 7/1/1929-8/1/1984

« Associates Program Source Plus, 9/1/1996-

» Associates Programs Source, 9/1/1996-

« Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals, 1896-

« Biography Index: Past and Present (H.W. Wilson), vol.173, 1983-vol.229, no.1369, 2011

« Biotechnology Source, 01/01/1984-

« Current Abstracts, 1/1/2000-

« Education Index Retrospective: 1929-1983, 2/2/1931-3/2/1932

« Education Source, 2/2/1931-3/2/1932

« Garden, Landscape & Horticulture Index, 1/1/1984-

« Humanities International Complete, 9/1/1996-

« Humanities International Index, 9/1/1996-

« Humanities Source, 9/1/1996-

« Humanities Source Ultimate, 9/1/1996-

« Library & Information Science Source, 11/1/1934-6/1/1979

« Library Literature & Information Science Retrospective: 1905-1983 (H.W. Wilson), 11/1/1934-6/1/1979

« Military Transition Support Center, 1/1/1984-

« OmniFile Full Text Mega (H.W. Wilson), 5/1/1984-

« OmniFile Full Text Select (H.W. Wilson), 5/1/1984-

« Poetry & Short Story Reference Center, 1/1/1984-

« Public Affairs Index, 12/1/1986-

» RILM Abstracts of Music Literature (Repertoire International de Litterature Musicale)

« Russian Academy of Sciences Bibliographies

» Science and Technology Collection, 9/1/1996-

« STM Source, 1/1/1984-

« STM Source, 1/1/1984-

« TOC Premier (Table of Contents), 9/1/1996-

« Vocational Studies Complete, 9/1/1996-

ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com.bibproxy.ulpgc.es/title/1668602783150/36524 5/8
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« Elsevier BV

» Scopus, 2002-2014, 1981

« Gale

o Academic ASAP, 01/1991-

« Gale Academic OneFile, 01/1991-

« Gale Academic OneFile Select, 01/1992-

« Gale General OneFile, 01/1991-

« Gale In Context: Biography, 01/1991 -

« Gale in Context: College

o Gale in Context: Environmental Studies, 6/1994-, dropped

o Gale Literature: Book Review Index

» Gale OneFile: Gardening and Horticulture, 01/1991-

« Gale OneFile: High School Edition, 01/1991-

» Gale OneFile: Popular Magazines, 01/1991-

« Gale OneFile: Science, 01/1991-

« General Reference Center Gold, 01/1991-

« General Reference Centre International, 1/1991-

« InfoTrac Custom, 1/1991-

« Student Resources in Context, 01/1991-

« Gale In Context: Canada, 01/1991-
» Gale in Context: High School

« International Atomic Energy Agency

« INIS Repository (International Nuclear Information System)

« OCLC

« ArticleFirst, vol.CXCIl, no.1151, 1993-vol.104, 2010

o Periodical Abstracts, v.190, n.1139, 1992-v.229, n.1371, 2011

o Personal Alert (E-mail)

* ProQuest

« Abstracts in New Technologies and Engineering (Online), Selective

« Aerospace Database, Selective

« Aluminium Industry Abstracts (Online), Selective

« Art & Architecture Archive

ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com.bibproxy.ulpgc.es/title/1668602783150/36524 6/8
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Art, Design & Architecture Collection, 01/01/1992-, dropped

Arts & Humanities Database, 01/01/1992-, dropped

Arts Premium Collection, 1/1/1992-, dropped

Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals, 1896-

Career & Technical Education Database, 01/01/1992-

Ceramic Abstracts (Online), Selective

Civil Engineering Abstracts, Selective

Computer and Information Systems Abstracts (Online), Selective

Copper Technical Reference Library, Selective

Corrosion Abstracts (Online), Selective

Design & Applied Arts Index (Online), Selective

Earthquake Engineering Abstracts, Selective

Electronics and Communications Abstracts (Online), Selective

Engineered Materials Abstracts, Selective

Engineering Collection, 01/01/1992-, dropped

Engineering Research Database, Selective

Humanities Index (Online, Ann Arbor), Selective

Materials Business File, Selective

Materials Research Database, Selective

Materials Science & Engineering Collection, 1/1/1992-

Mechanical & Transportation Engineering Abstracts, Selective

METADEX, Selective

Periodicals Index Online

Professional ProQuest Central, 01/01/1992-

ProQuest 5000, 01/01/1992-

ProQuest 5000 International, 01/01/1992-

ProQuest Central, 01/01/1992-

ProQuest SciTech Collection, 1/1/1992-

Research Library, 01/01/1992-

RILM Abstracts of Music Literature (Repertoire International de Litterature Musicale)

SciTech Premium Collection, 01/01/1992-, dropped

Technology Collection, 01/01/1992-

ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com.bibproxy.ulpgc.es/title/1668602783150/36524
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« Technology Research Database, Selective

« RIBA

« Architectural Publications Index (Online)

« The Getty Conservation Institute

« AATA Online (Art and Archaeology Technical Abstracts), coverage dropped
»  World Ceramics Abstracts (Online), Selective
Fuentes para realizar resimenes e indices
Aluminium Industry Abstracts (Cesado) (Impreso)
Cadscan (Cesado) (Impreso)
Electronics and Communications Abstracts Journal (Cesado) (Impreso)
Isurv Knowledge Alert (Cesado) (Impreso)
Leadscan (Cesado) (Impreso)
Search (Devon) (Cesado) (Impreso)
Solid State and Superconductivity Abstracts (Cesado) (Impreso)

Zincscan (Investigado / No resuelto) (Impreso)

Servicios de envio de documentos

British Library Document Supply Service

Information Express

IngentaConnect

Linda Hall Library of Science, Engineering & Technology * Document Delivery Services

RightFind

» Demografia

» Resefias
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