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Anatomopathological findings on harbour porpoises (Phocoena phocoendg)
stranded in Calician coast, NW, Spain
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The coast of Galicia copstitofes one of the areas with the greatest biodiversity in the
North Atlanix Ocean The local populbison of harbour porpoise (Phoroena phocoeT)
belongs to the meridionaliz ecotype.proposed as a pew mibspecies with ther own

genetic identity According to ICES this population constitates a Management Uni_ It is

mmﬂdﬁ'ﬂﬂmgm}d by the Spamish lepislation Fecent stndies on dymamics of
Therian harbour porpeise indicate a possible shorf term collapse within the oext 20

years. In order to determine the patholegical findines and the peszible canse of dsath of
this sensitive population im (Galidan wakers, stranded harbour porpeises has besn
siudied for more than thirty vears (1990-2021). In this pemod, 144 were pecuopsied
following standardized protocols. In order to have a wide view of the sanitary condition
of the population, individuals af both sexes and all the physical development cateporiss
were inchded. Macoscopically, bycatch related lesions were detected m 38.3% (35144)
of the shadied amimalks (Le. skin ogts and impressions prodocing by Sshing pets,
amiputations, Tacheal edema, enphysematous nes, pmkifocal haemormhages, fresh
prey i stomach, hymph on thomack duct, infawasoalar bobbles on bleod and hymphatic
wessels) Parasitic bronchopoeumonds with imiralesional nemaiedes was a commeon
fnding. In addition, some méividoals presenfes lesions related with ve sitanding (Le
skin abmasions, acabe skeletal apd mryocardial mmscolar Shre degeperation), and
imterspecific tmumatic evenmt (Le., ke marks, hematomas) Due to advance
decomposition stans of mdividoals, ooty samplss of 15 individuals were suitabls o
camy ouf histopaihological sadies Histopathological analyzes were carmed out m blind
tmal Microscopic examipation of the samples allow us to confirm macroscopical
fndingz, the presence of other pathological process, and fo better understand the
sanifary safus of the mdividoals Specifically im cases suspiceous of bycatch,
histnlopical examinaiion was cmacial fo exchade ether poszible patholopy responsible of

the stranding,
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