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observed in 2 wild adolt bottlenose dolphin with by-caich evidence
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In February 2012, the Galician strandimg network was notified of a dead bostlenoze
dolphin with a sirking malformation in the peduncle It was thousht to be KALS-14, an
individual with this peculiar morphology and known to local scientists since 2015 This
idepitfication was confrmed by the dorsal fin marks and the photo denhificaion
catalogue of the spedes in Galicia (WW Spain). Its sex was alse confirmed for the first
time: it was a female, with a tofal length of 256 cm. During the external exanunation,
siems of by-catch were observed. Necropsy was camied out and samples were collected
for radiological histopathological wirolopical parasitological amd bacteriological
shpdies. The histopathology revealed the existence of parazific poeumonia, leakocytosis
and dissemmated imfravascular coagulation m seweral organs, and hooph oode esions,
which together would mdicate an infectiows or septic process. Hiyperconfraction,
hyperacidophilia, and segmental pecrosis were observed m the pmsculatore of the
peduncle and m the heart. Repardmg parasites, pulmonary nematodss and cyamids -the
latter located in the fold formed im the dorsal part of the peduncle duoe to the
malformation- were also recorded Congnmed tomography images were analyzed w0
defermine the nalformations of the spine Scoliosis, kyphosks, lordosks, and vertebral
firsion were observed in the sepment of the spine betwesn the third hombar and the thard
caudal vertebra; athnto-occipital fiuzion was also observed. Anyway, the monitoring of
the animals camed out for years allowed to verify that the malformation did oot affect
bher growth and social infepration mio the group. Although ovanes showed corpus
albican: indicative of reproductive activity, it & pof known if she could have besn
preemant and, If so. whether the malforpation would allow her to conmplete the
Preemancy of bave a normal delivery.
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