


ELZÉARD
La collana Elzéard prende il nome dal protagonista del testo 
di Jean Giono, L’uomo che piantava gli alberi, 1953. L’operato 
di Elzéard si compone di piccoli gesti quotidiani, ripetuti con 

l’ambiente che lo circonda. Il distribuire i semi lungo precisi 
tracciati corrisponde ben presto alla formazione di un bosco 

abbandonato da tempo. È la condizione del progetto quella 

effetti in quel che lo circonda.
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UNDER THE LAVA
Antonello Alici, in the conference 

-

the shaking of the earth and the de-
struction are compounded by erup-

among the most terrifying situations 
imaginable in densely populated ar-
eas, and the eruption on the island of 

-

into what a phenomenon of this kind 
means for life and architecture.

With a volcanic eruption, all 
that was known is lost. The 
reality of every one of the 
inhabitants is erased.

Among the most important con-
siderations in the case of an explo-

brings with it, among other dramat-
ic changes, the loss of the recognised 
landscape, which means coming to 
terms with a new topography, a new 

world as it used to look, the intensely 
-

es, streets, forests – like a terrible 
-

insular imaginary disappear from 

with magma as it takes the most con-

(1) Full Profesor, Universidad de Las 
Palmas de Gran Canaria, 
(2) Associate Professor, Universidad de 
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
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of the topography, as if a new layer 
-

pletely cut away the known reality.
-
-

-

possibility of repairing and making 

from the catastrophe. It is a matter of 

landscape, the house, the city and life 
itself.

But the loss of your known land-

yourself from scratch. Build a new 
reality. Come up with new rules for 

becomes the big question, the biggest 
uncertainty.

The house of a Danish family, 

-
peared in newspapers around the 
world until it was engulfed by the 
second a day or two later. Fortunately, 

-
canoes is slow, greatly reducing the 

it is also relentless. The Danish fami-
ly’s house was a symbol of resistance. 
Now, it is a reminder of our fragility 

nature.
-

erased. The landmarks or symbols 

it exists now only in memory and in 

has disappeared; only its representa-
tion remains.

The streets – their names and 
traces – no longer exist except on 

registered is lost, like the swirling 
-

ing on a familiar tree, or the familiar 
smells, such sharp spurs to memory. 

-
peared, and with them the walks that 
constitute a routine and a physical 
social network – all the things that 

generates. It changes the contour of 

the coast. Sometimes this is consoli-
dated as a ‘low island’; in some places 
it is unstable terrain, constantly on 
the brink of dropping into the under-
water abyss. New possibilities open 
up, alongside new risks.

Nature will take care, in time, and 
in accordance with its own laws, to 

inhabit these new stolen territories. 
But our time is short, we do not fol-
low those informal and ad hoc laws. 
We rely instead on the abstract rules 

-
spite their synthetic condition, or 
perhaps precisely because of it, are 

these radical changes brought about 
-

What is happening with this new 
topography? What will happen when 

belongs to whom? What is more 

172



land? What will the next settlements 
be like? Do we regroup in the safe 
zones or scatter across the territory, 
as before? Do we take this opportu-
nity to change the model of how we 

The bottom line: from what do we 
work now?
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