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Eight goat kids were slaughtered at birth, at 24, at 48, at 72 hours and at 60 days after partum to 
evaluate the relationship between apoptosis and immune passive transfer in neonate enterocytes. 
A samples of duodenum of each animal were taken after slaughter, fixed, dehydrated and 
embedded in paraffin wax. Sections were stained using a TUNEL assay for visualizing apoptotic 
cells. Immunohistochemistry using a commercial polyclonal anti-IgG antibody was performed to 
evaluate the presence of IgG. The main observation in the present experiment is the evidence that 
the responsibility to absorb IgG is in apoptotic enterocytes. In the future the delay in apoptosis 
development may increase the possibilities to avoid the failure in immune passive transfer. 
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