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., 44 PREFERENCES OF OWNERS OF OVERWEIGHT DOGS WHEN BUYING 

COMMERCIAL PET FOOD 

L. Suarez1. C~ Peña 1. E. Carretón 1, M.C. Juste 1, l. Bautista-Castaño2
, J.A. Montoya

Atonso1 

11nternal Medicine. Faculty of Veterinary Science. 2Department of Clinical Sciences, 

Faculty of Medicine. University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Arucas (Las 

Palmas), Spain 

Obiectives: Most pet dogs in developed countries are fed commercial diets. The aim 

of th is study was to evaluate the preferences of owners of overweight dogs when 

buying commercial pet food. 

Methods: The study was a descriptiva observational multi-centre study on a 

convenience sample of a group of 198 owners of urban household dogs. 61 owners 

of dogs with normal weight and 137 owners of dogs with excess weight (overweight 

and obesity). Owners were asked to fill out a questionnaire with questions rating the 

importance of certain qualities of preparad dog food. The scale ranged from 1= not 

important to 5 =very important. Far statistical analysis the SPSS statistical package, 

version 17.0 for Windows, was used throughout. A P value < 0.05 was determinad as 

indicatiri-g sig-nificance. 

Rasults: Eor__owners. aL d_o_gs \Wh excess weight, _a IOW::pdee...and speeial-offers.of 

commercial dog food was more important than for owners of normal weight dogs. Far 

owners of normal weight dogs the quality of ingredients and the nutritional 

con ,position was 111ore important than for owners Of dogs wlth excess weight 
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Ease of availability of commercial pet food in the nearest supermarket was more 

important to the owners of dogs with exeess weight than to the ow1 aers of 110111 ial 

weight dogs, whereas environmentally friendly packaging was less important. The 

- -vet8rin-aríarrwas-the. mósHmportanrsource--ortnformatrorr-on-ctog-notrtttOl'rfortmth 

groups. 

Conclusions: The owners of dogs with excess weight had less interest in corrected 

dog m rtcition tAaA Qusnea:& ef Ao•al woi9At i191, +Ae11 iMa are eiMilar ira ethéfb: 

countries. 
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