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Along the Jandia Isthmus, on Southern Fuerteventura Island, Pleistocene fossil dunes and paleosoils
are particularly well developed. They are above Miocene lava flows and dikes and a Pliocene marine
conglomerate. On those fossil dunes and In the windward coast (Laderas del Veril site) has been
found remains of: the extinct “lava mouse” Maylpaisomis insularis (Hutterer, Lopez-Martinez &
Michaux 1988); osprey (Haliaeetus sp.); seabird (Puffinus holei Walker, Wragg y Harrison 1990);
terrestrial gastropods and locust oothecas.
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Besides, In the close site of Hueso del Caballo, three dunes are distinguished and the upper one
contains fossil remains similar to those of Laderas del Veril. There has been, radiocarbon dated
giving an age of > 40 ka, then attributed to the upper Pleistocene.
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These fossil dunes looks like a complex fossil ecosystem being the nesting area of those seabirds
and where the colonies of mouses where developed. Finally, a great osprey occupied the roll of
super predator within this ecosystem.

References

Hutterer R., Lopez-Martinez N. and Michauz J., (1988) A new rodent from quaternary deposits of the Canary Island and its relationships with Neogene and Recent Murids of Europe and Africa.

Palaeovertebrata 18(4):241-262, 7 figs., 5 tabl., 2 pl.

Meco J., Betancort J.F., Ballester J., Fontugne M., Guillou H., Scalllet S., Lomoschitz A., Cilleros A., Carracedo J.C., Petit-Maire N., Ramos A.J.G., Perera M.A., Soler-Onis E., Medina P.,

Montesinos M., Meco J.M. (2008) Historia Geolodgica del Clima en Canarias. 296 pp.

Meco J., Petit-Maire N., Ballester J., Betancort J.F., Ramos A.J.G. (2010) The Acridian plagues, a new Holocene and Pleistocene palaeoclimatic indicator. Global and Planetary Change. Vol. 72.

n° 4, pp. 318-330.
Rando J.C. (1995) Presencia de restos de pigargo (Haliaeetus sp.) (Aves: Accipitridae) en yacimientos Paleontologicos de Fuerteventura. Vieraea 24:65-609.

Rando J.C., Alcover J.A., Navarro J.F., Garcia-Talavera F., Hutterer R. and Michaux J. (2008) Chronology and causes of the extintion of the Lava Mouse, Malpaisomys insularis (Rodentia:

Muridae) from the Canary Islands. Quaternary Research 70:141-148.



